Thesis and Proposal Structure 2025-2026


Thesis Structure

The FMP thesis will require the following mandatory structure and elements outlined below with optional sections should your research require more quantitative research perspectives.

· Research question or hypothesis

· Abstract

Acknowledgements (Optional)

· Contents page

· Introduction

· Literature review. A comprehensive analysis of literary and scholarly material to support the study.

· Methodology (All approaches, methods and sources applied other than literature, to support the study and develop tangible findings.) 

· Themed, numbered topic chapters

Results or Findings (Optional)

· Conclusion

· Reference list

· Bibliography

· Image, film, games, broadcasts, internet source lists (As required)

Appendices (If required)









Developing Research Proposals


What is the goal of a research proposal?
In any research proposal, the goal is to present the author’s plan for the research they intend to conduct. 
In a research proposal, the author demonstrates how and why their research is relevant to their field. They demonstrate that the work is necessary to achieve the following:
· Filling a gap in the existing body of research on their subject
· Underscoring existing research on their subject, and/or
· Adding new, original knowledge to the academic community’s existing understanding of their subject
A literature review is part of a research proposal. It’s the section that covers which sources you’re using, how you’re using them, and why they’re relevant. Think of a literature review as a mini-research proposal that fits into your larger, main proposal. 
How long should a research proposal be?
A research proposal’s goal is to clearly outline exactly what your research will entail and aims to accomplish, so including the proposal’s word count or page count isn’t nearly as important as it is to ensure that all the necessary elements and contents are present. The recommended word count is 1500. This will exclude
Research proposal structure: To achieve the goals described in the previous sections, and provide the supervisor sufficient information for recommendations for thesis development the research proposals will need include the following sections:
· Research title or question
· Key words searched
· Draft Introduction
· Draft literature review 
· Research methods outline
· General outline of each chapter
· Draft chapter
· Reference list
· Indicative bibliography


Structure Details 

Research question or hypothesis

This is the most essential aspect that will dictate the final purpose and direction and parameters of your research for the thesis. 
Identifying the ultimate objective a of the study is an essential goal towards a thesis proposal and promotes the focus of the study to resolve a question, address a problem or prove a hypothesis.


Introduction

Your introduction achieves several goals:
· Introduces your topic
· States the problem you will address or the question you will answer. 
· Provides context for your research.
In a research proposal, an introduction can be a few paragraphs long. It should be concise. This is where you explain why your research is necessary and how it relates to established research in your field. Your work might complement existing research, strengthen it, or even challenge it—no matter how your work will include other researchers’ work, you need to express succinctly your research proposal objectives. This is also the section where you clearly define the existing problems your research will address. By doing this, you’re explaining why your work is necessary. This is where you answer the readers, so what question.  Outline how you will conduct your research. and identify, if necessary, issues you won’t be covering in your research. 
Key words: List key words and phrases used in searching for sources.
Defining Key Terms
New keywords: a revised vocabulary of culture and society 
Edited By Tony Bennett, Lawrence Grossberg, Meaghan Morris.
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=UrqMFMdNNbwC&pg=PT1&source=gbs_selected_pages&cad%20=2#v=onepage&q&f=false

Digital Keywords (Edited by Benjamin Peters) 
http://culturedigitally.org/digital-keywords/ 

Draft literature review
In your literature review, you introduce all the sources you plan to use in your research. This includes landmark studies and their data, books, and scholarly articles. A literature review isn’t merely a list of sources (that’s what your bibliography is for); a literature review identifies a collection of sources and explains how you’re using them in your research. 
Research Methods Outline
A summary of approaches, methods and sources applied other than literature, to support the study and develop tangible findings.
General outline of each chapter
Your overview of each chapter will should outline the following: –What is the purpose of the chapter? What are the research questions that drive your enquiry in each chapter? Who are the key thinkers and what idea that you will include in the chapter? How will the research you are presenting answer your research questions?
Reference list
As always, all sources cited must be listed according to Harvard conventions.
Indicative Bibliography
This may contain sources that have provided context and knowledge which may not be cited in the proposal but might support additional chapters / topics as you develop the thesis.


Throughout your research maintain rigorous records of the relevant sources, authors, dates, titles, and publishers you might consider relevant and for internet sources, the date and time accessed, to ensure accurate citation for the proposal and the development of future chapters.


